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Edwards’s Botanical Register. A brief note in “British and 
Irish Botanists” yields the following information: “Sydenham Teast 
Edwards a celebrated botanical artist was born at Abergavenny 
about 1769 and died in Chelsea in 1819. He illustrated R. W. Dickson’s 
‘Dictionary of Practical Gardening/ 1805—07, ‘Botanical Magazine,’ 
1786-1814, and ‘Botanical Register,’ 1815-19.” In the Gardeners' 
Chronicle, 1898, .xxiii, 340, Mr. W. Botting Hemsley gives a more ex¬ 
tended account of Mr. Edwards, and believing this to form an interest¬ 
ing introduction to the study of the Botanical Register we quote in part: 

“In 1828 Samuel Curtis then proprietor of the Botanical Magazine, 
wrote of Mr. W illiam Curtis, its founder, as follows: ‘But the artist of 
most use to Mr. Curtis was Sydenham Taste (sic) Edwards, who was 
introduced to him for the purpose of his patronage by a Mr. Denman, 
who being of a scientific turn of mind, and happening to be at Aber¬ 
gavenny, noticed Edwards whose father was a school master and the 
organist there. Young Edwards, whilst a boy, had copied some of the 
plates of the Flora Londinensis, which were shown to Mr. Curtis, who 
was so pleased with them that he sent for him to London, and had him 
instructed in drawing, in which he improved very rapidly, and soon 
became able to draw and etch the plates of the Flora Londinensis and 
the Botanical Magazine. The drawings for the Magazine were entirely 
his own for many years, and were executed with a correctness not before 
known in periodical publications. He attended Mr. Curtis on most of 
his excursions in search of natural history and became the companion 
rather than the servant of his patron.’ After Mr. Curtis's death in 1799, 
Edwards continued sole artist for the Botanical Magazine until 1815, 
when, in conjunction with John Bellenden Ker, he founded the Botanical 
Register, on much the same lines as the Botanical Magazine, though he 
added floral analyses to some extent.” Edwards and Ker were joined by 
Sansom the engraver and on the title-page of volume fifteen (1829) John 
Lindley’s name is mentioned for the first time as editor. 

The Botanical Register comprises thirty-three volumes, published in 
parts from 1815 to 1847, issued on the first of each month. There are 
eight plates to a part, often with a double plate counting as two. 
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rhe plates are dated and in volumes one to nineteen the first eight 
plates are dated Alar. 1 and the last eight Feb. 1 of the following year, 
the title-page of the volume giving only the year of the first plates. 
With vol. .x.x ( 1835) the practice is reversed and the date of the last 
plates given, until eventually the volumes comprise a complete year 
from Jan. to Dec. and the year on plates and title-page agree. In the 
absence of covers these discrepancies may easily be overlooked and the 
following citation of them be helpful. 
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In volumes .x.xiv (1838) to xxxiii ( 1847), like volume xxiii comprising 
an entire year from January to Decemlier, the plates of each volume are 
separately numbered. I here are from 66 to 71 plates for each year. 

An .Appendix to the First Twenty-three Volumes, consisting of an 
indox to the volume and nine additional undated colored plates, was 
|)ul)lished in 1839. 
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